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Overview

1. What are you trying to achieve?
ÅWhat is sustainable development?

2. How will you organise learning?
Å Ideas and examples for activities

3. How well are you achieving your aims?
ÅάIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΚέ
ÅSelf-evaluation



Global connections

ñBefore you finish eating breakfast in the morning, youôve depended on 

more than half the worldò, Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. 



China and development

/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ

However, the economic development also brings environmental 
costs as well as benefits...

What should China do?

1. ά!ǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊŜ 
ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΤ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀǊŜ 
increasing. By 2050 they are expected to be the largest 
ŜƳƛǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ

BUT!

2. ά/Ƙƛƴŀ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻǇȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇέ



What is sustainable development?

We are facing a major dilemma:

o How to reconcile the development needs of the poor 
and disadvantaged and at the same time address the 
environmental needs of the whole planet and the 
needs of future generations.

We need to think about the following elements:

o Economic / Environmental / Social

We need to think both locally and globally.



Global dimension doorway

Opportunity

Growing interdependence 

between countries changes  

the way we view the world 

and ourselves. Schools can 

respond by developing a 

responsible, international 

outlook among their young 

people, based on an 

appreciation of the impact of 

their personal values and  

behaviours on global 

challenges.



What do you want to achieve?

Value our potential to 
change things

Develop a sense of 
responsibility for the 
environment and the use 
of resources

Understand the 
relationship 
between people 
and environment

Be aware that 
some resources 
are finite

Have awareness of 
the past and the 
future

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils should:



What do you want to achieve?

Value our potential to 
change things

Understand the concepts 
of possible and 
preferable futures

Know about 
different views of 
economic and 
social development 
locally and globally

Be aware that 
some resources 
are finite

Be concerned 
about the effects of 
our lifestyles on 
people and the 
environment

By the end of Key Stage 3, pupils should:



Education for sustainability

Education about sustainability

ÁContent based on knowledge 

Education for sustainability

Á More than just knowledge

Á Focus on values as well

Á Empowered to make critical 
choices



1. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ WŀŘŜΩǎ ƳǳƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǊǇŜǘΚ

2. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ WŀōŜǊΩǎ ƳǳƳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ōŀƎΚ

Learning objectives

Á Begin to understand global issues by considering local issues

Á Appreciate how lives around the world are interconnected

Climate change mysteries

Tip 1: Explore local, topical issues from a 
global perspective



Shopping basket

Learning objectives

Á Recognise how places are 
linked to other places in the 
world

Á Know that many poorer 
countries contribute food to 
richer countries



Millennium Development Goals

Search: Oxfam, MDG

www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/change_the_world_in_eight_steps/

Learning objectives

ÁUnderstand the concepts of possible and preferable futures

ÁLearn about the MDGs and consider their relevance to own lives

Tip 6: Look at the work of UNICEF and the 
United Nations bodies

http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/change_the_world_in_eight_steps/


Millennium Development Goals



Global dimension resources

Tip 4: Use global teaching resources 
in delivering the curriculum

www.globaldimension.org.uk

http://www.globaldimension.org.uk/


²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǿŀǎǘŜΚ 

Reduce, reuse, recycle, re...

Run the activity as a baseline and 
then repeat after a unit of work.

What to look for:
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ άwŜŎȅŎƭŜέ 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ άwŜŘǳŎŜέΣ άwŜŦǳǎŜέΣ 
άwŜǘƘƛƴƪέΦ 



Tip 9: Highlight your global dimension work 
in your self-evaluation form (SEF)

S3: Sustainable Schools Self-evaluation



National recognition schemes

Community



Top Tips to develop the global dimension

Tip 9: Highlight your global dimension work in your self-
evaluation form (SEF)

Tip 6: Look at the work of UNICEF and the United Nations bodies

Tip 1: Explore local, topical issues from a global perspective

Tip 4: Use global teaching resources in delivering the 
curriculum

Tip 5: Find out about local and national support



One World Network North East

Supporting the global dimension 
in North East schools

Paul Green ςRegional School Support Officer

paul.green@ownne.org

www.ownne.org

0191 373 9799


