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During a trip to South Africa, students visited a partner school in a 

township. They were amazed that their pen pals walked 10 miles each 

way to and from school and that there would often be 70 students in a 

class. They were shocked to find that their friends had to pay for their own 

equipment and, if they turned up with no pencils or equipment, they were 

not allowed into school. It made the students from England think about 

their own lives, as well as questioning their own needs and wants and 

what was really important. These experiences prompted them to reflect on 

and re-assess their own lives and values.
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Most of the schools visited had limited knowledge of 

sustainability or of related initiatives. Work on sustainability 

tended to be piecemeal and uncoordinated, often confined 

to extra-curricular activities and special events rather than 

being an integral part of the curriculum. Therefore, its impact 

tended to be short-lived and limited to small groups of 

pupils.

In most of the schools visited during the 

survey, there was little emphasis on 

sustainable development and limited 

awareness of national and local government 

policies for this area.

Ofsted recommendations
Schools should:

Åintegrate sustainable development into their development plans and ensure 

that resources and training are available to support it

Åidentify a key person to manage and coordinate sustainable development 

within and outside the classroom 

Ågive all pupils the opportunity to learn about and take an active part in 

promoting sustainability within the school and beyond, through membership of 

school councils, eco councils and other groups

Ågive all pupils the opportunity to put their understanding of local issues into a 

global context, so that they see how their decisions can have an impact on 

others now and in the future.

Ofsted recommendations

The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), the Training 

and Development Agency for Schools (TDA), and the Qualifications and 

Curriculum Authority (QCA) should:

Ågive a higher priority to sustainable schools, supporting this through  funding 

for central and local initiatives including staff training and development 

Åensure that the curriculum reflects the importance of learning about 

sustainability and that schools are supported in making it an integral part of 

their improvement plans

Åstress the importance of education for sustainability as part of a broad and 

balanced curriculum and disseminate good practice in this area.

Local authorities and their partners should:

Ådevelop a common vision for a sustainable community in which the 

contribution of schools is explicit and work together to implement it.
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international dimension 

conference
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stakeholder conferences as 
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How well are 
we achieving 

our aims?

1
What are 
we trying 

to achieve?

2

How do we 
organise 
learning?





What will success look like?

In your groups describe the characteristics of a 

g Successful learner

g Confident individual

g Responsible citizen

Work in a small group

Draw a global learner on the flip chart paper

Around your learner write the knowledge & 

understanding, skills and attributes your 

global learner will have once the global 

dimension has been successfully embedded 

in your curriculum



December 2005






